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a heavy hand laid upon them. In fact, nothing
"but the decisive results that followed deterred the
radical portion of the people from condemning the
movement because Charleston had been left out.
To pass into the interior would, however, be to en-
sure the evacuation of the city, and its possession
by the navy and Foster's troops. It is so situated
between two formidable rivers that a small garri-
son could have held it against all odds as long as
their supplies would hold out. Sherman, therefore,
passed it by.

By the 1st of February all preparations were com-
pleted for the final march, Columbia, South Caro- 268et8e*
lina, being the first objective; Fayetteville, North
Carolina, the second; and Goldsboro', or neighbor-
hood, the final one, unless something further should
be determined upon. The right wing went from
Pocotaligo, and the left from about Hardeeville, on
the Savannah River, both columns taking a pretty
direct route for Columbia. The cavalry, however,
were to threaten Charleston on the right and
Augusta on the left.

On the 15th of January Fort Fisher had fallen,
news of which Sherman had received before start-
ing out on his march. We already had New Berne,
and had soon Wilmington, whose fall followed that
of Fort Fisher; as did other points on the sea-coast,
where the National troops were now in readiness
to cooperate with Sherman's advance when he had
passed Fayetteville.

Oil the 18th of January I ordered Canby, in
command at New Orleans, to move against Mobile,
Montgomery, and Selma, Alabama, for the purpose
of destroying roads, machine-shops, etc. On the sea-coast,
